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Introduction of The SOAR Foundation

Origin: In 1994, Ms. Siu Fong Huang witnessed
many school-age youths lingering around the
Guangzhou Railway Station along with their parents
who had gone south to work. This experience
sparked in her the benevolent idea of helping them
finish at least high school education. Her idea
received enthusiastic support from Professor Faith
Chao of San Francisco State University and many
more friends. With Ms. Huang’s generous initial
donation of US$100,000, the SOAR Foundation was
established in San Francisco in 1995.

Nature and Mission: SOAR is a non-political,
non-religious, and non-profit educational foundation.
The mission is to provide scholarships to motivated
and hardworking students from rural and remote
areas of China, helping them complete at least a high
school or vocational education. The foundation also
supports other education projects to promote
educational development in rural and underdeveloped
regions in China.

Origin of the Name “SOAR”: The name SOAR
embodies the aspiration “Cultivate talents is a century
-long endeavor; Nurturing bright minds of China is a
labor of love.” It reflects the heartfelt wish of overseas
Chinese to give back to their homeland through
education.

Beijing Representative Office: In accordance with
new government regulations on foreign charitable
organizations, SOAR successfully registered its
Beijing Representative Office on
February 14, 2022, under the supervision
of the Ministry of Education. Its
partner organizations include the
China  Education  Development
Foundation and various schools across
China. All of SOAR’s charitable
programs are officially filed with the
Beijing Public Security Bureau. The
establishment of this representative
office ensures the sustainable
development of SOAR’s educational
spport programs for rural China.

Certificate of Registration for the
Representative Office of the SOAR’s
Overseas Non-Governmental Organization
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SOAR Education Assistance Programs

SOAR Scholarship Program — The Core Project
« High School Scholarship: $450 per student per year
« University Scholarship: $700 per student per year

The SOAR Scholarships support hardworking
students from rural and remote areas of China,
focusing on helping high school (including
vocational) students and those admitted to accredited
public universities.

SOAR Early Childhood Education Program
1.Comprehensive Preschool Education Support
(starting from $200)
2.Preschool Teacher Salary Subsidy ($500 per
teacher per year).

Foundation Operation Model

Since its establishment, SOAR has operated entirely
on a volunteer service model. It currently has over 50
volunteers, and over the past 30 years, its US office ’s
payroll expenses have been “0”. Volunteers also
cover their own expenses for project inspections and
student visits in China. Based on NGO registration
regulatios, the SOAR representative in the Beijing
office is the only staff who receives a salary.

Income: SOAR’s revenue comes mainly from
individual donations, plus about 3-5% from corporation
matching and public online giving programs.

Expenses: SOAR’s program expenses have long
stated above 91%, with total overhead around 8%.
The US office’s main cost is rent, and the Beijing
NGO’s main cost are salaries and rent.

30 Years of Impact

+ 38,646 scholarships awarded to nearly 18,000
rural students

* 1,910 preschool children and teachers supported,
totaling $254,041 in funding of rural early education.

PEHERESHERZEHEH Annual Scholarship Allocation of SOAR (1996-2024)
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2000 W ¥ (High School Students) 24,353
B /% (College Students) 3,836
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SOAR’s Early Childhood Education Program

Starting Point: The SOAR Early Childhood Education
Program began in 2018. SOAR hosted the China
Rural Philanthropic Education Development Forum,
met with the China Education Development Foundation
and Professor Zhang Yan of Beijing Normal University
to explore cooperation, and conducted field visits in
Beijing suburbs, Guangxi, and Yunnan. The program

was officially registered in Beijing at the end of
2020.

Program support includes:
* Aid for children from low-income families
* Meal subsidies
* Books and teaching materials
* Teacher salary support
* Teacher training

Expert Insights:

At the development forum hosted by SOAR, Stanford
education economist Professor Scott Rozelle made a
strong appeal: “Education must start early. After 7,
the game is over!”

Nobel laureate and renowned economist James
Heckman also emphasized that returns on educational
investment vary greatly across stages, with early
childhood education offering the highest return.
Early intervention has lasting benefits in shaping
both cognitive abilities (such as learning, thinking,
and memory) and non-cognitive abilities (such as
emotional regulation, self-control, and social skills).

Conclusion: Obviously, investment in Early Childhood
Education yields the highest returns. However, the
urban—rural gap in China remains significant in this
area. Preschool education is still not part of the compulsory
education system, and rural regions lag far behind
cities in awareness, access to qualified teachers, and
financial capacity. Charitable education programs
are urgently needed to bridge this gap.

FRIHBETEHA%RE (SOARECEP Development)

SOAR Early Childhood Education Program
Students and Teachers Sponspored
FHHBERBREAEANFEE (2021-2024)
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Key Project Introduction: Guizhou Zheng’an
Preschool Teacher Training Project

Recommended by the China International Cultural
Exchange Association and invited by the Zheng’an
County Bureau of Education and Sports, the SOAR
team visited Zheng’an County in September 2023.
The visit included several preschools established to
serve relocated families from poverty alleviation
programs.

SOAR reached an agreement with the Bureau to
provide professional early childhood education training
for preschool teachers.

Under this three-year partnership (2024-2026),
Professor Zhang Yan’s “Play Group of Beijing 4th
Ring and her expert team from Beijing Normal
University’s Early Childhood Education Department
will deliver the training. The Bureau of Education
and Sports will organize and coordinate teacher
participation, while SOAR will fund the program.

Training Format:

* Onsite: Preliminary field research to identify
teachers’ common challenges; expert lectures and
targeted problem-solving; hands-on demonstrations
of “emergent curriculum” teaching methods.

* Online: Expert sessions on new preschool
education guidelines and theories; follow-up discussions
related to offline topics; Q&A and interactive
support via WeChat groups for teachers and school
leaders.

Program Highlights:

The “emergent curriculum” approach—focusing on
child-centered, interest-driven learning—received
enthusiastic feedback from teachers. This method
emphasizes adapting teaching to children’s interests
and interactions, allowing lessons to develop natural-
ly rather than strictly following preset lesson plans.

A key feature of the project is the “Seed Teacher
Program,” which focuses on identifying and nurtur-
ing outstanding teachers who can sustain and expand
the program’s impact.

Results:

+ 2024: 3 onsite and 9 online sessions, training
over 80 preschool teachers.

* 2025 (to date): 5 onsite and 4 online
sessions, with more than 450 teachers participating.
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SOAR Endowment Fund

Throughout SOAR’s long history of supporting rural
education, there have been years when economic
fluctuations caused donations to drop, making it
difficult to carry out planned programs. At times,
even when there were students or projects in urgent
need of support, limited funding prevented timely
help, leaving volunteers feeling powerless. To ensure
the long-term stability and smooth execution of all
programs, the SOAR Foundation established the
Endowment Fund in 2015.

Purpose of the Endowment Fund: To build a
sustainable financial base for SOAR, and to enable
the organization to expand new programs in response
to the evolving needs of rural education in China,
benefiting more rural students.

Sources of the Endowment Fund: The fund
includes both lifetime and legacy donations. Donations
may consist of cash, stocks and other marketable
securities, real estate, and other valuable assets.

Principles and Operating Procedures: The SOAR
Endowment Fund follows a model similar to university
endowment funds, though on a much smaller scale.
Within feasible limits, it adopts comparable operating
methods. All donations are handled with care and
recorded according to the signed agreement. The
principal is pooled into the Endowment Fund and
allocated based on market value at the time of contribution.
Distributions follow the agreed-upon proportions
and designated purposes. All financial records are
open and transparent.

1. Donations of USD $100,000 or more qualify
for participation in the SOAR Endowment Fund
program. Donors and SOAR Foundation will sign
the SOAR Endowment Fund Donation Agreement.
Endowment donors may support SOAR programs in
the form of a named fund.

2. The Endowment Fund is managed and
operated by the SOAR Endowment Fund
Committee, which reports to the SOAR Board of
Directors. Its organizational structure and management
procedures are outlined in the SOAR Endowment
Fund Committee Charter.

3. The Endowment Fund complies with the
laws and regulations of California and the United
States.

Legacy Giving — “SOAR Enduring Love”:
Legacy donations are specially referred to as “SOAR
Enduring Love Program™. It provides a platform for
friends who have supported SOAR over the years to
continue their generosity beyond their lifetime.
Legacy gifts may be made through wills, trusts,
beneficiary designations, asset donations, and other
planned giving arrangements.
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Guidelines for Donations to the
“SOAR Enduring Love Program”

The “SOAR Enduring Love Program™ uses assets
donated after a donor’s lifetime, based on the donor’s
wishes expressed during their lifetime, to establish
named or unnamed funds that provide long-term
support for the charitable operations of the SOAR.
As long as the SOAR Foundation continues to exist
and grow, the goodwill and generosity of SOAR’s
longtime friends will be carried forward and expanded.

Implementation Guidelines:
1. Sign a “SOAR Enduring Love Program™ Letter of

Intent to clearly state the donor’s wish to leave assets
to SOAR. Before the donated asset is officially
transferred to SOAR for processing, the donor’s
pledge is considered a moral commitment only,
without any legal enforceability. Donors participating
in “SOAR Enduring Love Program” may revoke
their pledge at any time before the donation is completed,
without providing any reason. The SOAR Foundation
must respect the donor’s decision and cancel the
pledge. However, once the donation process is
completed, the donor may no longer withdraw.

2. The SOAR Foundation must comply with the
“SOAR Enduring Love Program” regulations and
carry out the donor’s wishes regarding their legacy
gift. For estate donations, the donor’s pledge will
only be executed after both the donor and their
spouse have passed away.

3. Donations may include any asset the donor considers
valuable. SOAR will issue a receipt stating that the
valuation is based on the donor’s own assessment.
Expert appraisal may be used for complex cases.

4. It the SOAR Foundation determines that handling
the donated asset is impractical, it reserves the right
to decline the donation.

5. SOAR will periodically share updates on the
“SOAR Enduring Love Program”. Donor names will
be disclosed only with their consent, and donation
records will stay confidential, accessible to only a
few authorized staff.

6. Donations valued at USD $100,000 or more will
be managed according to SOAR’s Endowment Fund
policies. Other donations will follow the donor’s
prior agreement with SOAR.

It You’d like more details, pease contact Li Li. We
will provide all documents of the Programs.
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Donation Methods

General Scholarship Donation: Based on your
chosen beneficiary and purpose (high school
students, college students, or Early Childhood
Education), you may donate according to the current
sponsorship amount for that year. You may choose to
support one or multiple students.

Named Scholarship Donation: If you decide to
sponsor five or more high school students for three
years, or five or more college students for two years
or longer, you may establish a Named Scholarship.
The name of the SOAR Named Scholarship is
determined by the donor and may reflect the donor’s
purpose and intent—for example:

To commemorate a loved one (e.g., SOAR “Mr.
XXX Memorial Scholarship™), or

To promote a particular value (e.g., SOAR
“Broadlove Scholarship™), and etc.

If you are interested in setting up a Named Scholarship,
please contact us at office@soaronline.org.

Endowment Fund Donation: If you are interested
in joining SOAR’s Endowment Fund program to
support the long-term sustainability of SOAR’s rural
education initiatives, please contact us. We will
provide you with more detailed information.

Email: lili@soaronline.org

Tel. (408) 314-6192

Other Donations: If you wish to donate stocks,
securities, or real estates, and etc, please contact
Annie Chen.

Email: Annie.Chen(@soaronline.org

Tel. (510) 675-0680

Notes: 1. Zelle or check s preferred due to credit card
fees; 2. please indicate the purpose of your donation.
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Cultivating talents is a century-long endeavor; nurturing bright minds of China is a labor of love.




