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Present: 
K.C. Hua, Ruth Kao, Suey-Ju 
Kao, T.C. Lee, Moon-Pin Tze, 
Ken Chang, Judy Tang, Joe Lee, 

Eva Xu, John Chang ( ɉͼ֧, a 
potential volunteer)  
 
Ken Chang – Scholarship  
1. Ken has called ϟ̎ז 
regarding arranging SOAR China 
trip in October, and will follow up. 
2. SOAR members voted to 
invite ϟ̎ז for the same trip, 
with expenses paid by SOAR. 
3. Condolence money from 
SOAR for nominator ɉ̔�
family in the amount of $500 has 
been delivered to his grand-
daughter ɉחϫ� 
4. ɉחϫ is a nominator 
candidate in China’s Northeast 
region. 
5. Ken will also ask ɉ during the 
upcoming trip to China to trade 
our fancy Chinese stamps for the 
commonplace ones to avoid mails 
being stolen. She works in the 
post office in China.  
6. ϟɀե has recommended a 
college student ҫɱ with very 
poor personal financial conditions 
to be given consideration for a 
SOAR college scholarship.  
Members agreed to proceed in the 
same manner as has been 
practiced with SOAR’s college 
program, in spite of the fact that 
ҫɱ had not been a SOAR high 
school graduate. KC will send an 
email to ϟɀե regarding our 
decision. 
 
KC Hua (for Iris Lee) – Tianjin 
Vocational Institute 
KC indicated that there are 
presently 13 to 14 potential 
applicants to the Vocational 
Institute for the coming school 
year. 
 
KC Hua – 2015 banquet 

1. KC has generated initial design 
for the volunteer name badges 
and tote bags to be used in the 
2015 SOAR banquet. He is 
working with Vivian Mao, and a 
meeting with her will be held on 
August 19th at the SOAR office.  
2. The invitation letter to the 
2015 banquet is to be drafted by 
Ben Tze with assistance from Joe 
Lee. 
3. Joe Lee will collate high-
quality past communications from 
SOAR students for exhibit at the 
banquet. 
 
Ruth Kao – 2015 banquet 
Ruth requests a dollar amount 
upper limit per table for our 2015 
banquet. The number given her 
after some discussion among 
attendees is $250. 
 
Eva Xu – Fund Raising 
1. Eva stated several methods to 
broaden SOAR’s fund raising 
activities, including: 
2. Foremost is to get connected 
with the Chinese Alumni 
organizations in the Bay Area. 
For example, very few Tsinghua 
alumni have heard about SOAR, 
yet there are roughly 50,000 of 
them in the greater bay area. Thus 
the fund raising potential among 
this group alone is huge.  
3. The second method is to 
approach financial institutions 
which may have charity and/or 
matching programs. Schwab, JP 
Morgan, and TCFA are examples. 
4. Follow through on the fund 
raising list. Eva would like to 
focus on the so-called grass roots 
group, namely, the small donors 
and/or fringe donors, who may 
lose interest or disappear due to 
lack of sufficient contact with 
SOAR. 
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5. Data analysis of donor profiles 
using various criteria: KC 
mentioned that Chou Ching Hua, 
our IT manager, will be able to 
help in this regard. 
 
Eva Xu – Student Visitation 
Program (led by Tong Hui Qi) 
1. Eva and HQ were wondering if 
the exchange program should be 
continued. There is broad 
consensus that the program ought 
to be continued for reasons such 
as, providing young students 
incentive to become future SOAR 
volunteers, branding effect for 
SOAR in China, providing a 
different perspective for Chinese 
students and American Chinese 
students, etc.  
 
SJ Kao – Finance 
1. SJ requested more detailed 
expense report on student 
visitation program. Eva explained 
that the real expense was very 
high and detailed, and a small 
portion was allocated to SOAR in 
lump sum. However, she will 
look into the possibility of 
providing several line items. 

 
Ben Tze 
1. Ben donated money to buy 
1000 books, called Story of the 
Conic Shape, Ɩ͙ɍЂ˫���a 
math booklet highly 
recommended by Professor 
Hsiang Wu Yi to stimulate 
interest in math for young 
students. Some of the books will 
be given as gifts to the students 
visited upon by the SOAR group 
in the upcoming China trip in 
October. 
2. Ben introduced John Chang as 
a potential SOAR volunteer. 
3. John Chang introduced himself. 
He is 70. He had taught in a 

village near Hong Kong for 25 
years, and that school later 
became a topnotch high school. 
He held various teaching jobs in 
high schools in US for eight years; 
worked in a chemistry Lab in San 
Jose for 16 years. He loves to 
teach. He created a program to 
make writing Chinese easier on 
the computer, and several SOAR 
members expressed interest. 
�
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̨̗�ΖΓĠG 
MсʐϨN�

͡Ӕ�İ֑Ȯʓ̠јÖѨцTͣȚ¸̠ԏԆ֨  
ֳ̑:   2014/6/27 10:30-noon�  
ăȪҝ:  ָфτ(јÖѨԺԻ�)OҖǠ˶(ѨŮ)O¡˻̜(ѨŮ)Oӆƕͅ(ְ̠)O׻ƹÒ(Ϧ 
     �ְ)O؃֖(ĉȪ) 
Ԇ֨Q  ָфτ �  
 

̠ԏ֎֔נ�ŋȚ¸ą֠  
1  lע(Theme)Q2015 Ȯ͡ӔȮ̠�ʓХŴʉɵιlע(Themes)GҖǠ˶Ŵ׻ƹÒƄԅ 
      iFӋ˵ЂȮ̠Ţз,ȮćŢзŋȮ̠͟ԉGǌ:͡Ӕʚм�İ֑Ȯʓ̠ODoner 
      & Volunteer Appreciation, etc.             ԺԻPҖǠ˶F׻ƹÒ 
2  ˽ɅQ ̠׮ (ĳ׮) �  
2a ֳ̑Q May 17, 2015 Sunday  �  
2b ƙ؇Q ϟ̧ Dynasty in Cupertino (10123 North Wolfe Road, Cupertino, CA)  408-  
      996-1680 Þסǭ 25 ͏                 ԺԻP׻Ϊϣ 
2c סёQ Ũĳ׮O֙Ԍ͉ŌҔȚOƹϛŷOѠɦŷOϒćOҿŚ̠͏׮Ʃ°ҏOslide   
      showOȓӺOhigher quality ҔȚ½ԽŢύ, ןźOγß   ԺԻP׻йϤ 
2d ׮ԼQ áԼŉĞ ( ͨչ͞ˋ ) ʜ˦Չ - to be discussed and voted �  
3a єЉQ ֙ Ԍ͉Ō ؃̎Օ½ґŉĞЈ̠fÔlעήԋ     ԺԻPҖǠ˶ 
3b     ֙Ԍ͉ŌםžŉĞЈ̠                 ԺԻP̳ҺίFָфτ 
3c �    Ӭ˜ҔȚ ̮à» - f֙Ԍ̮à»½ґŉĞЈ̠    ԺԻPָфτ  
3d �    ǤϮO͉Ō Video Presentation  - ׈÷ԊOǪЧט  ԺԻPָфτ  
3e �    ؃֖˛Ԕ Telecast  - details  to be discussed �  
4  ϛŷQ ʓ̠ϛŷ  ԺԻP׻ƹÒ 
4a ƹϛŷQ ѡ$1500Oǌ: ͢ШOɎא             ԺԻP׻ƹÒ 
5  ѯɦŷQ ǌ ֞Ш - ȮȮ̢ׯO׵؋ћЦ, clear bag, tote bag    ԺԻPָфτ 
6  ֑ȮȮćQ ʚм�İ֑Ȯѯɦϒć              ԺԻPɘ׏ 
7  ǱØQ ǱØǗ׺ - ƨѣOאӹO˼Ҩи            ԺԻPҩȗ˶F¡˻̜ 
8  î�Q ԇԄFǭӵ higher-quality ҔȚF½ԽŢύ (name tags)    ԺԻPӆƕͅ 
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Isabella WangMțNŴſϞǖ 
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Isabella Wang: 
I met some of the most inspiring, kind, 
humble, welcoming, and warm people I 
have ever met. I learned a lot from them, 
not only about growing up in China, but 
about overcoming challenges and facing 
difficult experiences. They taught me 
about bravery, persistence, and 
generosity, and for these traits, I will 
always admire them and strive to learn 
from them. 

Visiting the earthquake ruins was 
heartbreaking, yet hopeful at the same 
time. Although the damage and grief was 
evident, the tales of the brave survivors 
and heroes who saved others at the risk 
of their own lives were uplifting and 
admirable. 

Even though we do have very short, 
occasional earthquake drills in America, I 
personally believe that there is not 
enough preparation. In our daily lives, we 
are trained to achieve academic 
excellence, however, we should also be 
taught basic survival skills in case of a 
natural disaster. 

May Leng: 

I knew I was going to love the camp right 
from the first day when I met øø, ww
ǑǑ, ŪÅ, ׽ˬ, Ȇſ, ̳ìã and 
ōǑǑ. They were all so friendly and 
inviting that by the end of the week, we 
were close friends and I felt like we had 
known each other for years. One of the 
most exciting moments of the camp was 
when w w Ǒ Ǒ  showed us the 
adorable coffee shop and her tiny cats on 
the first day. I will also never forget when 
I ate those peppers that made me cry 
and sweat a lot. From then on, I was 
always careful about eating anything 
spicy. 

I was a little nervous when I met the 
middle and high schoolers, but not as 
much as the first day because my 
Chinese had already improved a lot 
during those few days. Although the guys 
were quiet, they were really nice. I 
enjoyed talking with them because I was 

curious about their lives and how it 
differed from ours. It really interested me 
how a different environment can 
completely alter people’s lives and 
change who they are. 

The most memorable experience that 
affected me the most was visiting the 
Beichuan earthquake site and the 
museum. It was devastating to look at 
the collapsed buildings, knowing that 
everybody there with us was actually in 
those buildings. wwǑǑ and I cried 
while we walked through the museum 
because looking at those videos of 
people being saved was so sad, and it 
was so touching to see people who didn’t 
even know each other come together 
and help in whatever way they could.  

Leon Qin:  

....Every single person’s story was so 
touching and so personal and it reveals a 
different side of them. On the outside, 
these students are happy, spirited, and 
cheerful individuals; however, nobody 
would ever suspect the traumatic 
experiences they had gone through. 

What was even more astounding was 
that these students always looked on the 
bright side and always had an optimistic 
perspective. Whenever they talked about 
the earthquake and its effects on their life, 
they would say how some other students 
or families suffered far worse. None of 
them would ever say their own situation 
was horrific. Additionally, it was so 
touching to see the different students 
growing out of their shell and gradually 
getting acquainted with the various 
students in the program. 

It was extremely sad on the last day 
when the students began to return to 
their lives and how every Sichuan 
student wanted to remain in touch with 
each other. I hope that these friendships 
will last forever. I hope that these 
students can flourish in every endeavor 
as every one of them deserves a great 
future. The humility and sincerity are 
overwhelming and powerful. I will forever 

remember this experience. Thank you to 
all the parents and students who helped 
create this experience.   

Steven Zheng:  

This activity was not a typical charity 
activity. Instead of raising money for the 
victims of the Beichuan earthquake, we 
intended to provide social support to our 
friends. We weren’t the shining knights 
riding in on white steeds to save the 
day—we were all on the same level, 
interacting and talking as if we had been 
friends for a long time. The conversations, 
the laughter, the food, the dancing, all of 
it contributed towards a larger concept of 
mental rejuvenation. 

We are all brothers and sisters; the only 
difference is that some of us were born in 
China, and the others in the U.S. We can 
help each other by giving what we have 
to offer and building on the feelings and 
experiences of others. Through sharing 
our individual lives, we meet at the 
crossroads of strikingly similar beings, 
yet two very different cultures. This 
blending of lives results in a refreshed, 
novel outlook on what happens in the 
future. 
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