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BAE

Despite the downturn of
global financial situation, the
Fund-Raising Committee has
made it through quite a few
tight hoops the past two
quarters.

May 17 Fund-Raising
Dinner was again a success. We
had a great time together while
collecling a larger than usual
amount of donation. The
morale of the Foundation gol a
boost, and all volunteers felt
that SOAR would without a
doubt overcome the temporary
financial difficulties.

July 11" Appreciation
Lunch to show SOAR’s
gralitude to our many donors
and volunteers was another
success. The simple but
enjoyable lunch was attended
by 50 donors and volunteers.
Many long-term issues for the
healthy development of SOAR
were discussed and
summarized for presentation to
the next Board meeting that
was to take place on July 25"

Mr. Tsao Jung-ying, a
famous Bay area Chinese arl
collector, was invited to
become SOAR's consultant to
enhance our abilily in receiving
artwork donations. Mr. Tsao
has committed to helping us
with his expertise. Valuation of
any artwork donation will be
initiated by the donors after
they clear their possible tax
ramification with their own tax
consultant. Mr. Tsao's advice
will enable us to become a
more substantial receiver of art
collections.

We were brought by some
newly acquainted friends to

apply
for a
corporat
e
funding
support,
namely,
the
Nvidia.
The
network
graphics
corporat
ion kindly selects five
charities each year with
530,000 grant per charity.
SOAR has passed the
preliminary selection process
to become one of the ten
candidates among about 50
applicants. We are holding
our breath for the final result
to be announced soon.

We also approached a
foundation of foundations,
Global Angels in London,
UK, to seek to work together
to raise funds for SOAR. The
founder and CEO of Global
Angels, Ms. Molly
Bedingfield is scheduled to
come Lo the San Francisco
Bay Are to meet with us by
the end of August. We are
hoping for constructive
results.

After mourning for the
sad loss of our dear donor
Janette Chang in Shanghai,
we restarted our efforts to
work with her family and
friends to fulfill her wish to
support two hundred
students of her choice
through high school. We are
also moving forward to set
up an endowment
scholarship in Janette’s name
with the help of her loved
ones in the near future.

.

Soar met with the staff of
Consulate General of China
in San Francisco at their
office on April 28th, 2009.
Siu and Ben presented the
latest news of SOAR, and the
Stanford cooperation
project, in particular, to the
Consul General 5 54:.

The Consul General
considered what SOAR did
for poor students in Chinese
rural area the noblest and
most meaningful charity
work that the overseas
Chinese could do, and he
vowed to support the SOAR
activities and principles in
whichever way he could.
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Fund Raising Income:

Dinner Tickets 20,000
Donations 15,085
Raffle tickets 1,670
Total $36,755
Fund Raising Cost:

Table Setting 110
Dinner 5,470
Printing & Postage 756
Audio 570
Entertainment 413
Total $7,319
Fund Raising Net $29,436
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FhBETE R K08 By 24 =) R AN

1. CC Chen - Franz Porcelain

2. CC Chen - Burmese Jade

3. Shirley Chen - Three hours
of architecture preliminary
design/planning service for
residential project in the bay
area

4. SF Chang - 1 string of 11mm
multi natural color pearl
necklace

5. SF Chang - 1 string of 11mm
black pearl necklace

6. Chinese Consulate - Chinese
Brush Painting

7. Chinese Consulate - Chinese
Feather Painting

8. Chinese Consulate - Tea Set
9. Dynasty Restaurant - $50
gift certificate

10. United Commercial Bank -
Gold Rooster Stamp

11. Liu Li - Gallery glass art .
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TEE
Over the years, SOAR
has been supported by the
most honest and passionate
individuals who truly believe
in the SOAR scholarship

program which carries on

our mission of “f&f A -3,
SEEHEELT. Every single
drop of the donations
nourishes a student, not
only in his/her academic
learning but also in the

character development.

In return, SOAR
supporters receive whole-
hearted satisfaction and
pride, not for the benefit of
themselves, but for the good
cause. Once again, we want
to say: “you are deeply
appreciated”.

In this 1ssue of the
newsletter, we would like to
encourage everyone with
one interesting finding:

Recently, SOAR has
received several major
donations from “Family”,
either in memory of their
dear ones or as a group of
several generations of the
family; they have decided to
put their donations into the
scholarship program. To me,

this proves the fact that
our supporters are

nourished by the

wonderful program as well.

They are sharing the pride
and joy with families and
friends. Therefore, our
special thanks and
congratulations go to
families of: Yang, Ku,
Huang, Hu, Lin, Chao,
Sheng, Yuan, Fan, Fu....

An example of the
letter sent to the students
is posted below, just to
share with you how great
this momentum is.

Reminder: Please check
our website for the reward
status of your students or
call SOAR office to renew
your sponsorship and
mentorship. Thank you.
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BEBEEmEZEEE
%
The IT team routinely
provides services in:

1. Hardware
maintenance and support
2. Database
maintenance and support
3. Networking
maintenance and support
4. Website maintenance
and support

5. Email accounts
maintenance and support

Lately due the efforts of
many volunteers, the
systems (both hardware
and software) are running
more stably and
efficiently. In the future,
the I'T team attempts to
add and/or improve in the
following areas:

1. Adding personal
accounts for viewers to
access our website

The idea is to provide
user accounts to
mdividual viewers
(supporter, student,
nominator, director,
volunteer, etc.) so that
they can sign in (with
their own password) to
view data which are
relevant to them. For
instance, a supporter
could log on to check his
own donation history.

2. Adding to our
website the capability of
accepting credit card
donations

This idea has been
discussed quite
thoroughly. At this point
the concern is whether or
not it is cost-effective.

3. Compilin
g manuals
for
supporting
and
maintaining
I'T systems
Currently the
equipment
maintenance
and software
support
depend on
several
mdividuals
who know
how to do the
tasks. Maintenance
manuals may help SOAR
to take a step towards
independence from the
availability of a few
individuals.

4. Improving our
current data backup
procedure to make it
even more reliable

Our current data backup
system works well, but
still requires frequent
attentions in order to run
smoothly. We will
research into more
sophisticated equipment
and software to make the
backup system more
reliable and easier to
maintain.

The above ideas will need
knowledgeable persons to
implement. And it will
take time and effort to
accomplish them. The I'T
team sincerely welcomes
new talents to join us to
shoulder the routine
workload, and to make
new ideas come true.
Please contact us at
support@soaronline.org if
you are interested.
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