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From this issue on, the Newsletter will be bilingual (Chinese-English),
reaching an even broader community of readers.
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SOAR 30th Celebration
Davy Kao

On Sunday, April 27, 2025, the
renowned charitable organization
based in Fremont, California—
the SOAR Foundation—held a
grand banquet in San Jose to
celebrate its 30th anniversary.
With 45 tables and over 450
guests, the event was a joyous
gathering. Over 2,000 years ago,
Confucius encouraged his
students “being established at
age thirty.” True to that ideal,
SOAR, being a good student, has
stayed the course and stood tall
after three decades of tireless
effort.

In 1995, Ms. Siu Fong Huang, the
foundationfounder, was deeply
troubled by the sight of many
young people in China who were
neither attending school nor
working, becoming part of the
so-called “floating population” in
urban areas. After returning to
the U.S. from a visit to China, she
raised the call to action and
established this foundation,
dedicated to raising donations to
support underprivileged but
outstanding primary and
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secondary school students in China. Over time,
this support gradually expanded to include high
school and university students, helping them
complete the essential education they need.

Over the past 30 years, SOAR has assisted
more than 17,000 students and distributed
nearly 40,000 scholarships. These efforts have
helped students complete their basic education,
and in many cases, transformed their lives—
uplifting not only individuals but also the hopes
and happiness of entire families.

Such achievements would not have been
possible without nearly 1,000 generous, kind-
hearted donors. For 30 years—without major
corporate or institutional backing—SOAR has
relied solely on the compassion of friends and
supporters. Yet, the foundation has remarkably
raised tens of millions of dollars. Without this
powerful “fuel,” SOAR’s journey to its 30th
anniversary milestone could never have run so
smoothly.

More importantly—if not equally so—are the
hundreds of dedicated volunteers who have
tirelessly “driven” SOAR’s operations every day.
For 30 years, they’'ve worked nonstop—day
after day, year after year—meeting challenges
and solving countless problems. Throughout this
time, SOAR has never paid a cent in volunteer
wages. Like donors, these volunteers give both
time and resources. They not only keep SOAR
running, but have also fueled its growth,
development, and resilience. This includes
volunteers in China.

In recent years, SOAR has expanded its early
childhood education programs. In addition to
subsidies for preschool children and teachers,
the foundation has donated books, improved
learning spaces, and provided training to over
60 preschool teachers through both “inviting in”
and “going out” initiatives. These efforts offer
timely help and fill critical gaps—supporting
today while planting seeds for tomorrow. It’s a

meaningful new initiative that deserves donor

Insert on the left:

The World Journal reported on SOAR’s 30th
Anniversary Celebration on April 30, 2025.
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attention.

At the April 27th conference, held from 11:00 AM
to 3:00 PM, nearly 500 guests enjoyed a joyful
gathering—dining while listening to speeches
from the foundation’s leadership. Mr. Jianmin
Zhang, Consul General of China in San
Francisco, personally attended the event,
offering his best wishes and highly praising
and encouraging SOAR’s achievements and
efforts.

SOAR sincerely invites more compassionate
and ambitious individuals to join the
foundation’s cause—to learn and grow
together, to work hand in hand in building
brighter futures for underprivileged students,
helping them realize their youthful dreams.

§$ ¥ 58§
SOAR at 30: A Journey of Love

Lisa Guo

2025 marks a major milestone for the SOAR
Foundation—its 30th anniversary. After months
of careful planning, on April 27, SOAR’s family
and friends gathered in San Jose to reflect on
the journey of the past three decades and look
ahead to its continued mission.

The celebration opened with a heartfelt speech
from SOAR’s founder, Ms. Siu Fong Huang.
She reaffirmed that the foundation’s mission is
to offer help where it's needed most—to
provide “timely assistance, like delivering
charcoal in winter.” Consul General Jianmin
Zhang from the Chinese Consulate in San
Francisco also attended and delivered
congratulatory remarks. He commended SOAR
for upholding its founding vision—“Cultivating
talents is a century-long endeavor; nurturing
bright minds of China is a labor of love” —with
tireless dedication and humble service.

The audience was deeply moved by a tribute
video featuring several senior volunteers. Their
early contributions—likened to “carving paths
through the wilderness” —were both inspiring
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and humbling. While some of these pioneers
are no longer with us, their names remain
etched in our collective memory.

The gathering also featured a touching
segment honoring Mr. Xianwen Du, a longtime
member of the Nomination Committee. “My
favorite title,” he once said, “is ‘volunteer of
SOAR.’” That simple line touched many hearts.

Insert on the left:
Mr. Xianwen Du was saying that his favorite
title was “SOAR’s volunteer."

SOAR President Lisa Guo delivered a progress
report, followed by past President Li Li, who
shared updates on SOAR’s finances and
development of early education projects.
SOAR alumna Xiaojie Tian, now Director of
SOAR'’s Beijing Office, shared her journey from
sponsored student to leadership role. A video
compilation of student voices, spanning from
1996 to the present, left a lasting impression.
Each year, at least one student shares their
name, the year they received SOAR aid, and
what they’re doing now. Many are now thriving
in various professions, while others are still
studying. It’s clear that SOAR changed their
lives. The video powerfully reflected SOAR’s
legacy of educational support.

The event concluded with a summary address
from SOAR Board Chair, Mr. Davy Kao.

This year's theme was “Staying True to Our
Mission, Advancing with Determination.”
From day one, SOAR’s mission has been to
ensure that every child has access to basic
education—particularly those in remote and
underserved areas.

In 2022, SOAR formally opened its Beijing
office. In accordance with Chinese regulations
on foreign NGOs, the foundation has since
phased out its Nomination Committee model
and now partners directly with local schools.
In 2024, 50 long-serving committee members
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completed their final round of student
nominations, bringing to a close 29 years of
devoted service.

To honor their selfless contributions, senior
member Moon-Pin Tze composed a special
tribute and personally awarded each
nominating teacher with a commemorative
trophy and certificate. The inscription reads:

“With unwavering belief in "cultivating talents is
a century-long endeavor; nurturing bright
minds of China is a labor of love,” you worked
hand in hand with SOAR, offering hope to
countless youth from remote regions. Without
your dedication, SOAR’s legacy would not be
possible.

Through trials and hardship, you gave your all
to uplift others—an enduring example of
compassion and virtue.

Though the nation has evolved and has
become more prosperous, your moral
guidance and quiet strength remain a shining
beacon for future generations.”

The president’s report also reaffirmed the
importance of SOAR’s core mission:
scholarships. Though China has progressed
significantly in the past 30 years, regional,
rural-urban, and economic disparities still exist.
Many families continue to face financial
hardship due to illness or the cost of
education.

Most of SOAR'’s partner schools are located in
underdeveloped areas, where 32-60% of
students come from low-income households.
SOAR scholarships are awarded to
outstanding students in financial need through
school recommendations. That’s why
scholarships remain the heart of SOAR’s work
—and the journey ahead is far from over.

As a grassroots organization, SOAR relies
entirely on individual donors—no corporate or
institutional sponsors. Some give stocks,
properties, or even parts of their estates.
Others donate from their salaries or modest
pensions. Some give hundreds of thousands of
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dollars; others, just a few dozen yuan. Behind
every gift is a personal story. To date, SOAR
has over 5,000 registered donors and
supporters.

Photo on the left:
The participants listened attentively

SOAR'’s daily operations are now largely led by
second-generation volunteers—about 70 of
them actively serve the organization. They are
talented, dedicated, contribute both time and
money. Everyone on the team is a “warrior”,
committed to SOAR’s mission with heart and
hustle.

Our team includes many remarkable women.
Touched by their efforts, Mr. TC Lee penned
this tribute during the busy run-up to the
anniversary:

“Once they aspired to be elites wearing golden
hairpins,

Today they choose to don the warriors’s hoods.
SOAR’s many high caliber heroines stand
unseen,

Skillfully delivering education to the young but
poor.

Across the land under clouds and moonlight
they traverse,

Unfazed by the mountain trails with passion
galore

Only one wish do they cherish

May the fortune of impoverished families be
reversed.”

In her financial report, former President Li Li
emphasized that SOAR’s volunteers serve
without pay. Every school visit—from
recommendation to assessment and follow-up
—is funded out of pocket, including airfare,
lodging, meals, and even gifts for students and
teachers. Everything is shared equally—true
teamwork.

In recent years, SOAR has also turned its
attention to early childhood education, which
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lies outside the scope of China’s nine-year
compulsory system. More details on this
initiative are covered in Li Li’s full report in this
issue.

This year’s gathering welcomed not only old
friends reuniting after many years, but also
first-time donors and supporters. Many young
people attended, along with international
guests, all celebrating SOAR’s milestone
together. The event left attendees deeply
moved and inspired.

Thanks to sponsorships, each guest received a
commemorative yearbook and a reusable tote
bag printed with the SOAR logo.

Thirty years—a journey of dedication. We've
reflected on the milestones and challenges,
and the unwavering commitment of our
volunteers.

Thirty years—walking hand in hand. We thank
every donor for their generous trust. It is your
support that keeps SOAR moving forward.

Thirty years—harvesting hope. We’'ve
witnessed the growth of thousands of bright
students from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Thirty years—and the torch is passed. A new
generation of volunteers is stepping up,
continuing the legacy of love, and carrying it
into the future.

-
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Behind the Scenes and Beyond: A
30th Anniversary Reflection

Liwen Guo

| am Liwen Guo, the chief editor of “Student
Newletters,” which is published annually for
SOAR students.

| arrived in the San Francisco Bay Area on April
10 to help prepare for SOAR Foundation’s 30th
Anniversary Celebration. My first task was to
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sift through a massive amount of footage and
edit the warm-up video to be played on a loop
before the event. Centered around six main
themes—including “Preschool & Teacher
Training Project” and “Ruijin Visit”—1 carefully
trimmed and refined the materials into a 68-
minute video. Due to time constraints, further
cuts were needed. Each deletion was hard to
make, but after many rounds of edits, the final
video came to just over 30 minutes.

On April 17, Jian Du and Hongxia Li arrived in
the Bay Area from China, bringing a trove of
materials belonging to their late father, Mr.
Xianwen Du. Despite jet lag and exhaustion,
they immediately joined the video production
efforts. Mr. Du had served SOAR with utmost
dedication for 13 years. As an outstanding
nominating committee member, he visited over
a dozen rural villages across Qixian and
Yucheng in Henan Province, recommended
122 outstanding yet impoverished students—
these experiences became the heart of the
video.Jian and Hongxia, being intimately
familiar with their father’s work, carefully
selected footage. Ms. Yang Zhang offered
suggestions on the video’s tone and structure
for the anniversary audience, and Jian and
Hongxia adjusted the video accordingly. Since
| frequently work with video editing tools, |
shared tips and offered small suggestions.
Huddled around phones and laptops, we
discussed, revised, and learned through trial
and error—bringing the video closer to what
we envisioned.

Throughout the process, Mr. Du’s words—“My
favorite title is SOAR volunteer”—inspired us.
As SOAR volunteers, we were proud. Though
we were busy, we felt empowered. Even in the
final days before the event, Jian and Hongxia
were still making refinements.

Chief coordinator Yang Zhang oversaw venue
selection, finalized the lunch menu, and signed
the event contract. Together with the planning
committee, she carefully selected the
volunteers’ vests and thoughtfully designed the
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practical, and subtly adorned with SOAR’s
logo, reflecting the foundation’s humble and
pragmatic spirit.

She also asked Xiaojie Tian to reach out to
students SOAR had supported over the past
30 years, collecting yearly testimonials to be
edited by student alum Mingxu Yang. Yang
herself edited a video of testimonials from early
SOAR volunteers. She co-hosted the event
alongside Eastman and helped plan the flow to
ensure everything went smoothly.

Meanwhile, work on the "SOAR Foundation
30th Anniversary Special Edition” was in full
swing. Former president Li Li led the entire
production—from outlining sections and
assigning articles to writing, editing, and
chasing down content. She divided the special
edition into sections on scholarship,
volunteers, donors, nominating committee
members, students, and sponsor ads—
carefully balancing the layout to ensure the
publication fully captured SOAR’s 30-year
journey.

Li Li also contributed multiple pieces herself,
including one in the Scholarship section and
three polished articles in the Donor section. As
a perfectionist, she paid meticulous attention
to the design and layout—comparing options,
refining details, and tirelessly incorporating
feedback to get every element just right. Every
time a section was completed, she would
immediately share it in the SOAR volunteer
group, and whenever volunteers suggested
edits, she would patiently revise and polish,
striving for excellence in every aspect. It’s
worth noting that, thanks to her skillful
coordination, the sponsorship income from ads
fully covered the cost of producing the special
edition—achieving both content quality and
cost control.

During printing, Li Li negotiated with printers to
save costs and rushed to meet deadlines—
often exhausting herself in the process.
Fortunately, the printer, moved by SOAR’s
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mission, offered a discounted rate. Still, Li Li
personally oversaw every detail, reviewing
proofs and inspecting final products. She was
so immersed in the work that she often
messaged us at 3 or 4 a.m.—whether from a
sleepless night or the start of another busy day,
we weren’t always sure.

With over 400 guests expected, planning
seating was no easy task. Organizers Lisa Guo,
Li Li, Lili Zhang, Yang Zhang, and Wenjun Liu
considered guest affiliations, networking
needs, and room layout to assign each person
to the most suitable table.

On April 24, Beijing Representative Xiaojie Tian
and her husband Xuefeng Jin arrived. Five of
us volunteers from China gathered at Lisa’s
home to help with last-minute preparations.
Despite jet lag, Xiaojie continued refining her
speech and PowerPoint; her husband
enthusiastically pitched in wherever he could.
Jian and Hongxia were fully absorbed in editing
and layout. Lisa, who cared for us all while
managing logistics, was so overworked that
her blood pressure spiked and she had to visit
the hospital —she lost noticeable weight in the
process. Seeing everyone give their all, | felt
both deeply moved and distressed.

On April 26, the day before the celebration,
volunteers arrived at the venue to decorate.
Lead designer Rebecca Chang was away, so
Sally Wang and George Xia led the efforts.
Volunteers jumped in without being asked:
some hung SOAR signs and balloons, others
built a large signature wall, and still others
placed the "SOAR Foundation 30th
Anniversary Special Edition" into custom tote
bags. Eric Chan focused on fine-tuning the
audio and video equipment to ensure
everything would run smoothly on the day of
the event. Wen Jiang set up the silent auction
items donated by volunteers in one corner of
the venue, labeling each with a starting bid.
Yang Liu proactively assisted Wen in preparing
for the auction segment. In addition, a video
showcasing the auction items will be played
intermittently on the screen at the front of the
stage, allowing all guests to clearly see the
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details of each item. Thanks to seamless

teamwork, every task progressed in an orderly
manner, with everyone fully dedicated to their
role.

So many balloons!

So many behind-the-scenes moments—like
those | couldn’t fully capture in my earlier
“Behind the Scenes of the 30th Anniversary
Celebration” article—have been etched into my
memory.

When every carefully planned detail finally
came together, SOAR’s 30th Anniversary
Celebration reached its shining moment.
Entering the venue, the SOAR logo stood out
among flowers and balloons. The warm-up
video | edited played across the background
wall. Vicky Zou operated the tech booth to
ensure flawless playback; Eric Yang and
George Xia filmed every key moment; Xu Dong
and Limei Zou captured guest interactions with
their cameras. Seeing guests watch the video
intently, | felt that all the late nights had been
worthwhile. Every effort we made was carrying
SOAR’s warmth to others. The celebration was
a mirror—reflecting the goodness in each of
us. "The success of the anniversary celebration
would not have been possible without the
dedication of every volunteer.”

After the event, long-time SOAR volunteer Mr.
Moon-pin Tze and his wife hosted a lunch for
volunteers came from China. Mr. Tze shared
moving stories from his years in public service.
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Later, Lisa took us to visit former SOAR
president Dr. Xiaomei Wang at her home near
Stanford campus. Dr. Wang prepared a lovely
afternoon tea, sharing her treasured SOAR
memories. She then guided us through the
Stanford campus and took us to a well-known
burger spot for dinner. As a parting gift, she
gave us dried apricot—grown from the trees
near her home, honey, and handwritten
blessings on red paper, symbolizing happiness
and best wishes.

SOAR’s three board members Siu Fong Huang,
Iris Lee, and Lisa Guo personally sponsored a
one-day San Francisco tour, organized by YC.
All five volunteers from China, along with local
SOAR volunteers who had signed up, enjoyed
the sights and spirit of the city together.
Founder Siu Fong Huang even gifted us with
jewelry from her own store. Kathy Zhu and
Amber Sun took time off to drive volunteers
through the Santa Cruz Mountains along
scenic Highway 1. Lisa and Eric Yang, along
with George and Limei, took us to explore
Monterey’s famous 17-Mile Drive. George and
Limei treated everyone to an authentic Italian
meal, creating an unforgettable memory during
the trip.

From the photos Jian and Hongxia shared, |
saw that Ying Wan and Amy Tang warmly
hosted them in Las Vegas, taking them to the
Grand Canyon and other sights—each photo
brimming with joy and connection.

Between the completion of the 30th
celebration and May 10 when Jian and
Hongxia return to China, Lisa packed every
day with activities: We hiked together in the
nearby hills, soaking in the peaceful beauty of
nature; visited Google headquarters to
experience the unique charm of this tech giant
up close; explored a state park to admire the
wetland scenery and encounter various bird
species; and went shopping at the outlet mall,
enjoying the fun of picking out favorite items
from a dazzling array of goods.
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The warm and heartfelt gatherings were just as
memorable. Two celebratory dinners were held
—one at President Lisa Guo’s home and
another at former President Li Li's residence.
Lisa’s husband Eric made a delicious red wine
oxtail stew, and Li Li’'s husband served rich
French soup. Kathy’s American-style breakfast,
TC’s “emperor breakfast,” brunch by Yang
Zhang, and countless global dishes shared by
Lisa and Li Li made us volunteers from China
feel full—of food, warmth, and joy.

MERG: 1, WX, FEE. FLAE. BWE

From left to right: Jian, Liwen, TC, Hongxia, Lisa

Even as our return date neared, local
volunteers regretted not having more time to
gather with us. The sincerity that bridged our
distance left me feeling how tightly knit and
heartwarming the SOAR family is. I'm lucky to
be part of this, and | hope to continue sharing
this warmth—keeping SOAR’s light shining and
letting its kindness ripple forward endlessly.

videos)

Photos and some videos:

( FREFAIEB B TSR (Anniversary photos and some

https://photos.app.goo.gl/ZDMahcZ3L PrXQBpFA

\

Presentation Videos:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/
14GtGn8HSShM7Aet2fpKL kBSTeQCumVor?usp=drive_link

Photos during Outtings

https://photos.app.goo.gl/eEYDktdGDeTHsdgF8
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Reflections on the Celebration
Jian Du

My wife Hongxia and | are SOAR'’s volunteers
in China, currently supporting the university
scholarship application program.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of SOAR.
Upon learning that a grand celebration would
be held in the San Francisco Bay Area, we felt
an irresistible call from afar. With excitement
and anticipation, we set foot on American soil
for the first time on April 17. Walking out of the
airport, we were warmly welcomed by
President Guo and Ms. Liwen Guo.

The next day, we made our first visit to the
SOAR headquarters. To us, the SOAR office is
a sacred space—it is the warm heart of the
volunteer community.

President Guo drove us there in the morning,
and many teachers were already there. Their
warm greetings made us feel instantly at home.
Eastman even prepared breakfast for us, which
touched us deeply. The office is modest in size,
with one large and two smaller rooms. The
furnishings are simple but meaningful: a map
showing the locations of SOAR recipients in
China, gifts from the Chinese Consulate, group
photos of volunteers, calligraphy and paintings
donated by veteran volunteers, and more.

In the days that followed, we began the task
assigned by the event coordinator, Ms. Yang
Zhang—producing a memorial video about
SOAR volunteer Mr. Xianwen Du. Our deep
thanks to Liwen, who taught us step-by-step
how to edit video, and to Yang for her
guidance.

During those days, many scenes and moments
moved us deeply. We saw former President Li
Li worked day and night, to complete the
"SOAR Foundation 30th Anniversary Special
Edition". Her dedication—from editing articles
to overseeing printing—earned our admiration
and made us feel heartache for her exhaustion.
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We saw President Lisa Guo busy late into the
night every day. She personally oversaw
countless tasks. To finalize seating
arrangements for the celebration banquet, she
repeatedly sought feedback from everyone by
phone and in our group chats. The mental and
physical toll affected her health, and though
her body signaled she needed rest, she
continued working with only the briefest pause.
We saw Yang, as the general coordinator for
the gala, involved in every detail. And Liwen,
our editor-in-chief—her quiet dedication is
behind every video clip and subtitle. Their
actions spoke louder than words. They were
role models right beside us.

On April 26, we helped set up the venue. That
afternoon, when the seven of us arrived at the
Holiday Inn in Silicon Valley, the main stage
backdrop was already up. Volunteers like Mr.
Zhou, Mr. Xia, and Sally had clearly been hard
at work for hours. After a few brief greetings,
we all joined in to help. | was assigned to work
with Sally to prepare the signature wall where
guests could sign and take photos.

The much-anticipated day—April 27 —finally
arrived! This was SOAR’s 30th Anniversary
Celebration, and the energy was palpable.

We arrived at the hotel before 10 a.m., wearing
our volunteer vests like everyone else. Along
with Director Sun and Xiaojie’s husband, Mr.
Jin, | stood by the entrance to greet guests and
hand out commemorative tote bags. The day
before, over 300 copies of the special edition
had been carefully packed into SOAR-logo
canvas bags. Among the many guests, | was
moved to tears when | saw veteran volunteers |
had missed for so long—Dr. Xiaomei Wang, Mr.
Moon-pin Donor Mr. Shengcheng Yang, and
Dr. Wei. | could only manage a few words of
greeting through the emotion. Looking around,
| saw Mr. Xia at the stairs busy taking videos;
several tvolunteersb at the check-in table were
equally busy. My heart was filled with waves of
gratitude and emotion.

The organizers kindly seated us at the VIP
table and allowed us to receive this honor on
behalf of my late father. | was both honored
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and nervous, and the conversations with the
Consul General Zhang, Chairman Kao, and
other leaders are now a blur—| was too
overwhelmed to remember the details.

The celebration was co-hosted by Eastman
and Ms. Yang Zhang. Moving speeches
followed one after another—from Mr. Siu Fong
Huang, Consul General Zhang, Chairman Kuo,
Ms. Li, and Xiaojie. There were also video
tributes featuring interviews with elder
volunteers, a memorial to my father Mr. Du,
and well-wishes from SOAR students over the
years. Every segment was deeply heartfelt and
profoundly moving. The stage was set with a
majestic crimson backdrop that glowed under
the spotlights, adding a festive, dignified
ambiance. A bold calligraphy couplet in clerical
script hung center stage: “Stay true to your
original aspiration; forge ahead with
perseverance.” The words stirred imagination
and emotion.

| felt incredibly honored to participate in such a
meaningful and uplifting event. Being a SOAR
volunteer fills me with pride, and this
experience will continue to inspire me in the
long run.

After the celebration, it was clear that every
volunteer was genuinely joyful. We all gathered
to share in that happiness, and in the following
days, many went out of their way to take us
sightseeing and enjoy good food together. |
won’t go into every detail here, but truly, every
day was filled with warmth and heartfelt
moments. SOAR is such a loving and beautiful
family.

Back in 1996, one of my father's former
students happened to pass by SOAR’s office in
San Francisco. After learning about the
foundation’s mission, the student signed my
father up without hesitation. In February 1997,
my father received a letter from then-President
Dr. Xiaomei Wang, officially inviting him to join
SOAR. From that moment, an unbreakable
bond was formed. He devoted his heart to
SOAR and to the hardworking children living in
poverty. In return, SOAR honored him greatly
by establishina a named scholarship in his
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memory—a gesture that deeply moved our
family. We’re incredibly grateful for SOAR'’s
trust, in 2019, Hongxia and | officially became
SOAR volunteers as well. I'd like to offer
special thanks to Ms. Chin Chen, who first
brought us into the SOAR family and mentored
us through those early years.

Let me briefly introduce SOAR’s university
scholarship application process.

The program is open to students who
previously received SOAR’s scholarship during
high school and who are now enrolled in a full-
time undergraduate or vocational degree
program. Students can voluntarily apply each
year, from freshman year through the year
before graduation. Detailed application
instructions are available on SOAR’s website.

Our responsibilities, during each application
cycle, include replying to every student’s email,
uploading application documents and relevant
materials to SOAR’s online database, Once
results are finalized, we notify recipients
through the system. After students receive their
scholarship funds, we follow up by emailing
them a letter from the donor and a “Payment
Receipt Form.” Students then send back their
signed forms and letters of appreciation, which
we upload into the system for record-keeping.

As for the students themselves, most come
from rural and underdeveloped regions. Many
are from single-parent families or are orphans.
Some families, or the students themselves,
struggle with disabilities or chronic iliness. For
them, the SOAR scholarship is both financial
and emotional support to them, brings pride,
encouragement, and motivation.

Every time | read these applications, I'm filled
with deep respect for SOAR’s mission. For
thirty years, SOAR has quietly and selflessly
contributed to education in China—steadfastly
carrying forward a spirit of perseverance and
compassion. The love it has passed on to
countless impoverished families is truly
admirable. This celebration also gave us the
opportunity to learn from our fellow volunteers.
We will continue doing our best to and not let
you down.



SOAR Foundation Newsletter

Volume 29, Issue 1

&E, BLUERZSEMNF (MEEF)
M EREEHRNBERANSUX TE
!

‘BNEZEZ, /ERBFEZTEMIAEZE; /H
THWEE, AIREEMRE. B,

BMEZEZ, /ERPBHEETMEE; /BE
RMIEX, ALBHRFTHAE. BEISHER,

BMEER, /ERWBFEHMTE: /A8
RRUBIE, ALBAIORBS. MR,

BMEES, /ERBHHILWMICHE; /K
BAYIRIR, ALEO RS 2rIZY
e, ImEES,

)
E— CT TN

RZZEBIIMERETIENG
VSES

R AR —ERM M ERF B NEE
53%F, 3XXERETE, HNRZEETE
S BENHEREE T A OTE, REETXR
NG, HERE T BRIMBNSIER, BR
ZEBMNNB—HERNBUS AL,

18

To close, I'd like to share a poem written by
former Premier Wen Jiabao—“Looking Up at
the Starry Sky” —as a tribute to all of SOAR’s
respected donors and dedicated volunteers:

| look up at the starry sky,
So vast, so deep;

Its infinite truths

Fuel my search, my pursuit.

| look up at the starry sky,

So solemn, so pure;

Its steadfast justice

Fills me with reverence and love.

| look up at the starry sky,
So free, so serene;

Its boundless embrace
Cradles my heart and soul.

| look up at the starry sky,

So magnificent, so radiant;

Its eternal fire

Ignites a flame of hope in my heart,
and a clap of spring thunder.

Photo on the left:
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SOAR’s founder, Ms. Siu Fong Huang, doing a final
walkthrough before the celebration
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Scholarship Dept Progress Report
Ying Wan

Thank you for your continued trust and support
of the SOAR Scholarship Program. Over the
past few months, the Scholarship Department
has made steady progress on various
initiatives. Through this report, we’'d like to
share some recent updates and highlight our
commitment to treating every act of generosity
with care and gratitude.



SOAR Foundation Newsletter

Volume 29, Issue 1

~

REPFEWEGRMRREERIE

HESERH2024FEERZERIBERFEHEIE
B, EERXFEMBMTN I ERETHE
SR, HERBEBFIAENEBERARET
CIRER G, ABEIEAFEERERFERER
BENE, MEPRNEM T FENELRF
W, HER T HANIN B AIBRA ISR
o, BIMARRZEERT ERBRAE
MHERE, BEEPETRES RN
&, HBENT—EENHRBER—BRK, It
b, MRBFASTRHE, N ITthMHEHR
H— #%k%@%hﬂA,ﬁkiﬁﬁﬁﬁ
T BREMFENRKSIIR, #—5IR
R 2 BB R R

X—RINTE, BARITHENE—EES
INERFENSE, hRIT HIEFEHEIE
MABIEPI™IES AIE,

. EEABRREIY
AsEABESME, RNEIREENES
FARBATRFEWMBL ETERIN, i%_i
BAE BRI S EERP R ETBRZIMEZE
22, ﬁ“lxmfe‘fE%@}ﬁquL"HE-

A ERTRERNELSER, SEFRM
B, ARFEALE. KEFR, UK
HhERBER TN S 2 HKF

B. MBXFERZEHEAMBARA. T
R B BRI ITAE

C. EREZEMMMSERA, P ZHEWMBHE
HPBRMSEIREES RAFR, FHiZ
T ESRAOBNFEIN,

B ER WA IR T WL Z BHERS
£, LH—SNETSFEEM, HMBEM

19

1. Scholarship Review Completed and Donor
Letters Sent

Following the completion of the 2024
scholarship application and review process,
the volunteers in charge of each named
scholarship program have sent update emails
to donors who provided an email address.
These emails include the list of this year’s
scholarship recipients and a brief introduction
to each. Along with the students’ basic
information, these emails express our heartfelt
appreciation for the donors' support. We have
also prepared encouragement letters for the
scholarship recipients, which include brief
introductions to the donors. These will be
distributed together with the next year’s
application form. If students wrote back, our
volunteers will forward them to donors,
allowing donors to hear directly from the
students they’ve supported and strengthen the
connection between them.

This entire process reflects SOAR’s serious
commitment to donor transparency and
responsibility, as well as the fairness and rigor
of our student selection and funding
procedures.

2. Online Communication Meetings

To enhance communication and collaboration,
we hosted online video meetings for the
scholarship program after careful planning. All
teachers currently overseeing the project at
their respective schools were invited to attend.
The meeting focused on the following areas:

A. Understanding each school’s background,
including size, percentage of low-income
students, tuition levels, and average
household income and expenses in the
area;

B. Presenting this year's program structure,
goals, and application procedures;

C. Facilitating active discussion among
teachers, who shared challenges and
suggestions based on their experiences
implementing the program.
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These online meetings helped deepen mutual
understanding and trust, solidifying the
foundation for a smoother and more efficient
implementation of the scholarship program.

3. Revisions to the Application Form

In response to domestic regulations regarding
the handling of minors’ personal information—
and based on volunteer feedback from last
year’s application cycle—we made several
adjustments to the application form:

A. Simplified personal information fields to
improve completion efficiency;

B. Added a new section titled “Growth
Experience and Family Support” to better
understand applicants’ life experiences;

C. Clarified instructions for recommending
teachers to improve the quality of their
evaluations and avoid overly generic
recommendation letters.

The revised form will be formally launched for

the next application cycle and updated on our

application platform accordingly.

4. Planning for On-Site School Visits

We have begun initial discussions in our regular
meetings about this year’s in-person school
visits. These visits are still in the planning
phase, but some preliminary ideas include:

A. Target schools: Prioritize visiting schools
that are newly partnered with SOAR and
less familiar with our program, to build
rapport and strengthen collaboration;

B. Enriching the content: In addition to meeting
teachers and students, we hope to engage
more directly with students and possibly
share a short video from SOAR’s 30th
Anniversary Gala;

C. Increasing donor participation: We are
exploring options to record the visits and
create short highlight videos so donors and
volunteers who can’t join in person can still
“step into the schools” virtually via the
SOAR website.

This plan is still in the idea-gathering stage. We

will soon hold a dedicated planning session to

finalize the timeline and task assignments.
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These are the main developments in the
Scholarship Program over the past few
months. We remain committed to working with
care, sincerity, and professionalism to ensure
the continued success and improvement of the
program. Our heartfelt thanks go to all our
volunteers and partners. If you have any
suggestions, ideas, or interest in joining the
upcoming work, we warmly welcome your
involvement!

With appreciation,
SOAR Scholarship Department

IT Department Work Report

Wen Jiang

Since the end of 2024, in addition to providing
daily technical support, the IT team has made
significant progress in updating the SOAR
website and improving software tools for
volunteers.

Under the leadership of President Guo, the
website revamp project was officially launched,
with the goal of separating the existing site into
two sites: one for users in China and one for
international users. Excitingly, young volunteer
David Yang brought fresh ideas and energy to
the project, successfully completed the
development of the international site. After a
demonstration for volunteers, the new site—
with its clean and modern design—received
overwhelmingly positive feedback and is
expected to launch soon.

At the same time, the SOAR website has faced
a major challenge. Since last year, intermittent
security warnings began to appear. Upon
investigation, potential causes such as local
user security settings and WordPress
multilingual plugins were ruled out. The IT team
is now investigating whether the issue is
related to potential vulnerabilities in the basic
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hosting package provided by Bluehost. These
vulnerabilities may also explain why SOAR’s
folders were mysteriously relocated multiple
times—one of which led to a major website
downtime in February. During that incident, the
IT team worked around the clock across U.S.
and China time zones, swiftly identified the root
cause and worked closely with the hosting
provider to successfully restore the site.

SOAR’s internal software tools for volunteers
are well-developed but still have room for
optimization. From end of 2024 to early 2025,
the IT team continued to support the
Scholarship Department—particularly in the
selection of scholarship recipients and the
assignment of students to sponsors. Our
support included writing user manuals for
newly developed tools, offering training
sessions, answering questions on both new
and legacy programs, and correcting wrong
entries in the database. Upon identifying
possible causes of errors, the IT team would
add preventative features to the relevant tools,
among which the “Assign Student” program
has been patched up in many places. However,
assigning large batches of students to named
funds still requires a considerable amount of
manual effort and further streamlining is
needed. During this detective process, the IT
team discovered that database connections
were not closed properly when user login is
expired. Our IT veteran, brother Chou, found a
solution with the help of Al and new talent
Richard then integrated it into SOAR’s software
system successfully. A total of 70 relevant
programs have now been updated and
uploaded to the server.

Additionally, the IT team repaired the Google
Map-based student distribution chart and
resolved a long-standing issue with the Mantis
bug-tracking system’s email notifications.
Since September 2024, Mantis had stopped
sending emails, which caused communication
delays and complications when setting up new
user accounts. The IT team has successfully
resolved this issue recently. We now encourage
everyone to use Mantis to report problems,
which helps the IT team respond more
effectively and maintain accurate records.
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Given our limited manpower, we extend sincere
thanks to Ching-Hua Chou and Jian Wu for
their continued guidance and technical support
at critical moments. We also thank Jane Liu for
helping with database backups, and Eric Chan
for resolving multiple issues related to
QuickBooks and the computers for the finance
department. We look forward to welcoming
more new talent to the IT team to help us
better serve SOAR’s mission.

From "Access to Early Education"
to "Quality Early Education"

— The Development of the SOAR Preschool
Teacher Training Program

Li Li

From May 19 to 23, 2025, 25 participants—
including “seed” teachers from the SOAR
Preschool Teacher Training program sites in
Zheng’an County, Guizhou (the Eighth and
Ninth Kindergartens, Ruixin Kindergarten, and
Hexi Township Central Kindergarten), along
with program leaders—traveled to Yanging
District in Beijing for a one-week teaching
observation program. Six kindergartens,
Yanging No. 3, No. 6, No. 7, Kangzhuang,
Badaling, and Yongning, were visited. The
teachers were also engaged in in-depth
exchanges and workshops on “Emergent
Curriculum Design and Practice in Early
Childhood Education,” under the guidance of
Professor Shi Song, the program’s lead lecturer
and an expert in preschool education.

Launched in 2024, the SOAR preschool
teacher training program adopts a hybrid
format combining four in-person sessions with
eight online mentoring sessions. During the on-
site training sessions held in Zheng’an,
Guizhou, SOAR’s volunteer team—including
president Guo Lichun, and members Li Li,
Zhang Lili, and Guo Liwen—all participated at
their own expense. SOAR’s Founder Siu Fong
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Dr. Grace Wei also overcame the challenges of
advanced age and over 36 hours of travel to
personally attend the September 2024 training
in Guizhou. The repeated self-funded trips
between China and the U.S. placed a
significant financial burden on the volunteers,
and the intensive training schedule left them
exhausted. Nevertheless, as this preschool
education initiative was a new endeavor for
SOAR, the volunteer team felt a strong sense
of responsibility. They chose to persevere
through these difficulties, fully participating in
order to better understand the program's
needs and to strengthen communication and
collaboration with local partners.

Over the course of a year of blended training,
the collaboration between Shuhua and its
educational experts became increasingly
seamless. The instructors generously shared
their knowledge during both classes and
tutoring sessions, and even went so far as to
coordinate resources and offer observation
opportunities free of charge, providing trainees
with a comprehensive learning experience.

To be candid, the idea of organizing an off-site
observation program initially raised some
concerns within the SOAR team. Taking over a
dozen teachers on a study tour would not only
increase the budget, but also require
substantial effort in planning and logistics.
However, the week of hands-on observation in
Yanging in late May opened our eyes. The
dynamic classrooms and the children's
independent thinking skills, coupled with rich
teacher-child interactions, filled us with hope
for a future where talents are nurtured and
flourish. The observation experience proved to
be a critical component of the training
program, further solidifying our confidence and
passion for the direction of our preschool
education initiatives.

That said, the first day’s visit to Yanging No. 3
Kindergarten was a humbling experience. The
stark contrast between classrooms in the two
regions left the visiting teachers stunned.
During the feedback session led by Professor
Shi Song, the previously confident and
outspoken Zheng’an teachers fell silent. In the
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evening reflection, their mixed emotions were
clear: admiration for the model kindergartens’
rich classroom content, coupled with growing
insecurity about the wide gap in practice.
Alongside the instructors, we acknowledged
their year-long progress and encouraged them
to accept the objective limitations of their
setting—such as a late start and limited
resources—while maintaining an open and
grounded mindset. With role models and
expert mentors to guide them, the Zheng’an
teachers gradually let go of self-doubt and
became eager to grow.

The six kindergartens of Yanging are
demonstration schools personally mentored by
Professor Shi. During the pandemic, he lived
on-site for extended periods, guiding teachers
in transforming not just their teaching methods
but their fundamental views on education.
Their classes emphasize teacher facilitation
and child-led learning, with curricula based on
children's shared interests. Passionate
educators and children’s natural curiosity fuel
rich, creative exploration. From classrooms to
corridors, the schools are filled with process
displays and artifacts from play-based
activities—each kindergarten a whimsical
wonderland.

Every school also expresses strong local
character in both curriculum and environment.
At Badaling Kindergarten, themes center
around the Great Wall; one highlight was a
“Frozen Great Wall” made from ice bricks
molded in plastic containers. Yongning
Kindergarten, housed in the historic Jing Shan
Academy—One of the twelve Renowned
Beijing Academies in Qing Dynasty—uses its
heritage setting for experiential learning.
Children reenact Song Dynasty tea
ceremonies, sell local snacks, perform lion
dances, raise turtles, and build paper-cup
towers. Each child plays with abandon,
drenched in sweat and joy—a touching portrait
of a childhood full of freedom and wonder.

The creative reuse of materials was equally
impressive. Beaded curtains made of straws
and buttons, boats from empty bottles, and
telephones crafted from tubing and noodle
cups showcased inspired design. The bottle-
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cap paintings—flowers, skies, caterpillars—
glowed with rustic beauty, tempting us to
collect them as art.

A reproduction of Starry Night in the stairwell
of Kindergarten No. 7 shone with similar
texture and color. To introduce world art and
culture in such playful ways—surely Van Gogh
himself would be pleased!

At its heart, early childhood education must
center the child, honoring their natural
development. Chen Heqin, founder of modern
child psychology in China, once wrote: “Early
childhood education is the foundation of all
education, and play is the life of a child.”
SOAR’s Zheng’an teacher training program
aims to help preschool educators embody this
philosophy —designing learning (or play)
content drawn from children’s lives and
interests. This way, children grow naturally in
familiar settings and engage deeply through
joyful exploration.

From August 18-22, Professor Shi Song will
return to Zheng’an to lead in-person training
for 150 kindergarten teachers, joined by Zhang
Jian, a SOAR student and early childhood
motor-skills specialist. We look forward to the
steady growth of the Zheng’an Preschool
Teacher Training Program—one we hope will
become a model within SOAR’s system and
help rural early childhood education move from
access to true quality.

Insert on the left
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SOAR Financial Report

The 2024 Financial Report was published in
the SOAR Education Foundation 30th
Anniversary Special Edition (pages 7-8). We
are including the relevant content here as well.
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The SOAR Foundation
Revenue and Expenses
1/1 -12/31, 2024

Revenue

Donation $ 33,829.00
Membership Fees 1.900.00
Sponsorship 390,955.00
Memorial Fund/Named Scholarship ¥1 341,868.00
Endowment Funds Scholarships {12 177,500.00
Total Revenue $946,052.00
Expenses

Office and Operation Expenses

U.S.A. § 29.167.00

China 28.427.00

Sub-total $57.594.00

Preschool Program 96,024.00
Scholarship 476,144.00

Total Expenses $ 629,762.00

Other Incomei 3 135,670.00
Net Income $ 451,960.00

#¥1: 2024 Memorial Fund: [ 560, FACHUE A, & ARBE i
TR, MR R R, FER AR, ERERA N
AR Bt PSR 1, W R e 4y ko U, R
@Ak, TR R I, vk 2 4+,

Named Scholarship: “F47 81T # SR, VPR bR RIA, &

KApr, UG, SEMESG, AENEG, T
o, BNKEE WEREEE, SRS, KIS,

Youth4Good Scholarship.
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510-675-0680, ?ﬁe—maiIofﬁce@suar(mline_org, M 55 5 1 5
/Annie Chen.
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2024 SOAR Expeditures
U.S.A. Office $29.,167 4.63%
China Office $28,427 4.51%
Preschool Program $96,024 15.25%
Scholarships $476,762 75.61%
Total Expenses of 2024 $629,762 100.00%

2024 Expenditure Proportion Chart {2 H )

4.63%
4.51%

_15.25%

Scholarships W
Preschool Program |

China Office |l

USA Office B

PHEXEBOETHIHA S
The SOAR US Office has had zero payroll for 30 years.
All volunteers also generously fund their own international
travel for SOAR related student visits and project inspections.

SOAR Early Childhood Education Program
Students and Teachers Sponspored
FRIHETE FMIMEARIET (2021-2024)
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Over the past 4 years, the total number of student and teacher
sponsorship instances are 1910 and the total funding amount
is $254,041.

89,485

o

Distribution of SOAR Scholarships by Province
in the 2024-2025 Academic Year

High School Student: 680
Vocational University: 21
University: 258
The Total Number of

Scholarships Awarded: 959
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SOAR Named Scholarships #4788 £%# & (2025)

1. Eva Xu & Roy Wang Scholarship
FHRBIFEERAR S S
2. Help Them Grow Scholarship 414354
3. Winson Hui Family Scholarship
PR RRUIERIAR S
5. Rising Hope Education Foundation Scholarship
nRBEHEEELXEE
6. Kao, Samuel and Fei-Yi Scholarship # % #3225 42
7. Chen, Chien-Chung Memorial Fund
B RaLsXEE
8. Chan Charitable Trust Memorial Fund
ERREEEERESREE
9. Cheng, Tian Fang Memorial Fund
BRBUEELE SR EE
11. Dr. Yuan Memorial Fund FJf HIZ40 &4
12. Jen, Er-Ying & Yen, Yen-Chen Memorial Fund
HIRBA A AR RS
13. Fu, Liang Ju Family Memorial Fund
HRESERER L LRERESE
16. Mr. Chao Ru Han Memorial Fund
17. Mrs Melinda Tao Memorial Fund
Rl v darig A oy
19. Frank & Iris Young Memorial Scholarship
WA R RIS SR FE
20. Mr. Sheng, Chang Zhong Memorial Fund
BB RELLXFE
21. Tseng, Su Lee Memorial Fund
BERRIANDSEEE
22. Liu, Tsung-Hua Memorial Fund
PUE =2y g e A
23. Ms. Chan Memorial Fund &0k £ - 40 &30 524
24, Haigo & Irene Shen Family Memorial Fund
R PR EE
25. Hsueh Yao Family Memorial Fund
B Ik Bk B R E
26. Han, Guo Qing Memorial Fund
27 Dr. Ilza Vieth Memorial Fund

PR BT LS RS
28 Pei-Lin Chan Family SOAR Scholarship Fund
Bl AR R E AR s
29. Dr. Leong T. Tan Memorial Fund
PRl R E e SR &
30. Dr Linda Lee Scholarship ZEF5 12 i 422745
31. Linfeng Ni Scholarship fﬁﬁ‘jﬂfﬁ:‘:’:’g%ﬁ
32. Jean Shih Scholarship {5t/ 4 +32 524
33. LTC Thomas Lew Memorial Fund
pU AR e A
35. Chinese Cultural Association Memorial Fund
] W vl Selap Aok o
36. Spring Scholarship F KI5 42
37. Dream Builder Scholarship 5884227 4>
38. Phoenix Tree Scholarship FE#fi# 4274
39. Broad Love Scholarship 1# % 2252 4>
40. Cynthia F. Lee Memorial Fund Z=7E {40534
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41.Dr Dai, Tian Hai Memorial Fund # R840 & 4024 4

42. Lily Woo Scholarship Fund

43. Dr. Andrew Lin Memorial Fund #RIZE 20 4227 42

44. Mrs. Chang Ru-Farn Scholarship 511N &+ 42224

45. Wang and Pao Family Foundation Scholarship

EHfIREREESRYE

46. Lancui Scholarship #7242 4>

47. Mr. Dock Lor and Mrs. Lau Sui Yin Lor Memorial Fund

PESEEDP NN OB LB ERFS

48. SOAR Jiun Hu Memorial Fund fif {138 4 +-20 324

49, Wisdom Scholarship Ff 242272 4>

50. Kate Li Scholarship

51. Mr. and Mrs. Lee Memorial Fund

ZEWEE/ FREL L REE

52. Fang Tian and Yi Fung Cun Memorial Fund

T RFKALRR¥E

53. Gilbert Chang Scholarship 5K 5520 & 3827 45

54. Mr. and Mrs. Pei-Ling Chan Endowment Scholarship

EE SR Bl s

55. Du, Xianwen Scholarship Fund #:#f 30 & 3227 45

56. Mrs. Yu Lee Hsiang-Lan Memorial Fund
AIFEME L LR EE

57 LiangLi Financial Aid #2545

58. Mr and Mrs Guey-Luen Tseng Memorial Scholarship

(0 oyl S VA 3 G e A

59. Seed Light Scholarship #7474

60. KaiWah Scholarship 4% 1422742

61. Hsing Family Foundation

62. Grace Kao Memorial Fund

63. Xianwen Du Memorial Endowment Fund

O R A

64. Ji Yue Wei Scholarship | 225245

65. Sing Tseng Memorial Fund 1 £ /64 20 4824742

66 Connie Chin Memorial Fund

67. SD Friendship Fund A 12745

68 Visionary Education Foundation i W32 524>

69. Cheng, Shi-Peng Memorial Fund

o W vl SEAMS A

70.(fE 4 = 224

71. PY Chi Scholarship 7 35 i 5 24 45

72. Jicheng Ren & Dailian Yang Family Memorial Fund

FEEEGERPLERER S

73. Tepang Ting & Susan Zeng Family Memorial Fund

TR AL SR

74. Grace Lee Memorial Scholarship 7 [ Ui Z i 20 442 5242

75. Mrs. Margaret Wang Memorial Scholarship

P17 S g e i £

76. Henan Chen Family Scholarship Fund PRIFE G4 42224

77. China Tomorrow Scholarship B H Hh A= 48524

78. Yang, Yan Zhi Scholarship 1% 2 J6 4 322745

79. China Lights fE33222 42

80. ANGEL Scholarship K524

81. Youth4Good Scholarship

82. Mr. and Mrs. Kai Chen Endowment Scholarship

83. Ms. Lili Chen Endowment Scholarship
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Where There's Light, There’s
Warmth in the Heart

Xiaomei Yang

Dear Donors and Volunteers of the SOAR
Foundation, Greetings to you all!

Time flies. First of all, congratulations on the
30th anniversary of the SOAR Foundation!

Looking back on the journey I've been with
SOAR since 2018, my heart is filled with
gratitude and warmth. Although | took a year
off from school for personal reasons, your care
never stopped. Volunteers like Grandma Limei
Zou, Teacher Jian Du, Teacher Xiaojie Tian,
Teacher Shang Su, and many others—mentors,
countless volunteers and donors behind the
scenes—have all lit the way for me on my
journey through school. | write to you now,
filed with deep appreciation, to share my
thoughts and growth over the years.

1. Grateful for the Journey We’ve Shared

In 2018, when | received SOAR’s scholarship
for the first time, | was overwhelmed with joy
and gratitude. At the time, | had just entered
Zhongfang No.1 High School. My father
worked away from home, and my mother
stayed with me and my younger brother,
renting a place near school. We didn’t even
have a real house—just an empty frame—and
the financial pressure was heavy. That
scholarship meant far more than money; it was
a source of strength that allowed me to focus
on my studies without worry. Later, due to
personal reasons, | had to take a year off.
During that period of uncertainty, | was afraid |
had let you down. But SOAR’s volunteers
continued to reach out to me with patience and
kindness. Grandma Zou Limei and Teacher Du
Jian even spoke with me by phone, asking
about my situation and offering advice. Your
trust and compassion made me feel that SOAR
is more than a foundation—it is a warm,
supportive family. | believe everyone needs
“anchors” in life. The more anchors we have,
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the more grounded we feel. You have been that
anchor for me. Thank you for reaching out
when | needed it most, for giving me the
strength to stand up again.

2. My University Life: Growth Through Practice
I’'m currently studying Applied Psychology at
Changsha Normal University, which is known
across the province for its early childhood
education program. I've learned so much here
—not just academically, but also through
meaningful hands-on experiences that have
allowed me to give back to society.

Friends from overseas have long cared about
education and public service in China, so I'd
love to share a bit of my experience. During
college, | joined twice the “Sanxiaxiang” (youth
rural volunteering) programs, where we visited
remote villages to tutor children and provide
emotional support, while also conducting
psychological surveys. | also participated in a
two-month program supporting children with
cerebral palsy. Those days taught me patience
and empathy. | was deeply moved by the
strength of these children and their families
during rehabilitation. This year, I've also
participated in and led two provincial-level
competition projects on resilience intervention
for families with autistic children. After gaining
insight through conversations with these
families, we organized a group counseling
session at the Hunan Rehabilitation Center for
the Disabled, and are now planning to
incorporate sandplay therapy into the
intervention program. These encounters
weren’t just about fulfilling academic
requirements—they were about offering
warmth and kindness where it's most needed.

In my junior year, | was fortunate to participate
in a three-month exchange program in
Thailand. | shared this news with my mentors
from SOAR and Visionary Fund. Given my
background, | felt such opportunities seemed
out of reach—without your support and
encouragement, | wouldn’t have had the
confidence to go. Grandma Zou even checked
in with me about my tuition, living expenses,
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and reminded me again and again to be safe.
Studying abroad opened my eyes to Thailand’s
rich and diverse culture. Interestingly, we took
classes alongside graduate students during
our exchange and completed four graduate-
level courses. Some of our professors were
from Beijing Language University and Taiwan.
These classes intersected with my major and
gave me a fresh cross-cultural and
interdisciplinary perspective. For example, one
course in Organizational Behavior explored
psychological mechanisms in the workplace—
a totally different angle from what we typically
learn in China.

3. Looking Ahead: Carrying Dreams Forward
Now in my third year, I’'m facing a big decision:
preparing for graduate school entrance exams.
I've chosen this path because | have a deep
passion for applied psychology and hope to
further my studies in order to help others with
professional mental health support.

At the same time, | will never forget the
expectations that SOAR holds for its students.
I’'m committed to continuing my growth and
using what | learn to give back. | believe that
every small act of kindness can come together
to form a powerful light that lights the way for
others.

Finally, | sincerely wish the SOAR Foundation
continued growth and success. | wish
everyone good health, happiness, and
fulfillment in work and life.

Best Regards,
Xiaomei Yang (ID: 180082)

Editor’s Note:

When news of SOAR'’s 30th anniversary celebration
spread, many SOAR students sent in heartfelt letters. Due
to limited space, we are publishing only one letter in this
issue —from Yang Xiaomei. We hope to share more in
future editions.

We sincerely thank all the students who wrote to us! It is
truly heartening to see them working hard and

giving back to society through their actions. We

wish everyone continued progress and success!
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Editor’'s Note:

On May 26, SOAR volunteer Ms. Limei Zou—
affectionately known by students as “Grandma Zou"—
shared in our volunteer group the joyful news that one of
our students had been accepted to graduate school. We
asked Ms. Zou to reach out to the student and invite her to
share more about her journey with SOAR, her hard work
over the years, and her plans for the future. We are
deeply grateful to Bican Li (ID:17-0332) for taking the time
to respond during her busy graduation season and for
sharing her joy with us. Below is her letter in full.
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Your Hands Raised Me; My Trials Honed Me

Bican Li

Spring blossoms, summer cicadas, autumn
leaves, and winter snow—like verses in a
poem, time slips quietly through my fingers. As
the cicadas sing again, | now stand at the
crossroads of time, gently tying up my
undergraduate journey and stepping forward
with dreams into my new path as a graduate
student. | feel deeply honored to share this
joyous milestone with SOAR, the very
foundation that helped make this dream come
true.

Over the past eight years, SOAR has guided
me through the vast ocean of knowledge,
helping me emerge from my cocoon as a
butterfly. Now, having successfully been
admitted to a graduate program, | finally see
the light ahead. This brings back vivid
memories of how | first encountered SOAR.
When | first learned about SOAR, | was in one
of the darkest chapters of my life. It was my
final year of middle school. While looking
forward to high school, | was also worried
about affording the tuition—I had even
mentally prepared myself to drop out and work
until | had saved enough to return to school.
Fortunately, | had a teacher who saw my
struggle. | lost my mother when | was five, and
my father had to leave home to work.
Orphaned in all but name, | was passed from
family to family, my education full of obstacles.
Just when | was about to give up, my teacher,
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Ms. Mei Long, told me about SOAR: "There’s a
scholarship that supports students who are
both academically strong and financially in
need. | want to recommend you and two
others. But there’s one condition—you must be
admitted to the best high school in our
county." That scholarship was a lifeline—fire in
winter, rain in desert, light in fog. | did get into
that top school—Huangping Ethnic High—and
with the help of Mr. Shaoxiang Wu, | received
my first SOAR scholarship. When SOAR
volunteers visited us in my first year of high
school, | was finally able to meet and share my
gratitude with the angels who had saved me—
along with the inner struggles | never dared
voice to my family.

For eight years, SOAR has continued to be my
steady supporter and ladder to higher dreams,.
In high school, SOAR volunteers even
organized tutoring sessions for us. Coming
from a poor region, English was our collective
weakness—but SOAR helped bridge that gap.
After getting into university, thanks to the
reminders from Grandma Zou Limei, | applied
for SOAR’s university scholarship. From
freshman year to now, I've been honored to
receive the Visionary Scholarship—a named
fund under SOAR. With SOAR’s care and
encouragement, I've never felt alone. SOAR
has not only supported me academically,
offering valuable guidance and expanding my
perspective, but also emotionally—quietly
becoming the rock | could lean on. The
scholarship eased my financial burden and
allowed me to chase my dreams with peace of
mind. On a deeper level, SOAR’s values—
taught not by lecture, but through example—
nourished me as a person. They helped shape
me into a woman who loves life and learning,
who is independent and free in spirit.

For eight years, SOAR has been my safe
harbor, guiding me across mountains and
rivers. Life is especially hard for girls, like
rowing upstream. In poor regions like mine,
many girls the same age as me dropped out of
school, pressured by life into becoming
laborers in unfamiliar cities, or brides too early,
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Grateful to have you by my side along the way
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confined to household routines. Some,
heartbreakingly, have vanished from this world
entirely. And yet here | am—the rare exception,
thanks to SOAR and many kind souls. From
village to county, county to provincial capital,
and perhaps even further—every step I've
taken has been supported by you.

I've not let you down. | recently passed the
entrance exam for a graduate program in
Traditional Chinese Medicine with a focus on
gynecology. In the future, | hope to use what |
learn to protect the health and dignity of
women. | also hope society’s expectations for
women can evolve—from “marry young and
bear sons” to “pursue knowledge and thrive in
your career.” May all women break free from
outdated norms and shine uniquely in their
chosen fields—may our lives become strong
and powerful poems of perseverance.

Your hands raised me toward the sky, Forged
through trials, | remain true to you.

| now strive to be worthy of your faith. Looking
back, I'm overwhelmed with gratitude—for the
hands that held me through crisis, the lights
that guided me in confusion. Each act of
kindness has become a treasured part of my
life’s story. How lucky | am to have met SOAR.
Your support has not only lit the road ahead
but taught me to carry hope forward—to
believe that every effort counts, and even the
faintest light can become a constellation.
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Welcome to our new volunteers & & & § § §
After attending the annual gathering, Clara and Rufei
expressed a strong interest in joining SOAR as
volunteers. Both have outstanding qualifications, and
after several online and in-person conversations, our
volunteer HR team found their values and attitude to
be a great fit with SOAR’s mission.

SOAR volunteers need a range of qualities—not only
teamwork and communication skills, but also integrity
and long-term dedication. Clara and Rufei are happy
to help wherever needed and will begin by exploring
different departments to find their best fit. We're thrilled

to have them join the SOAR family!
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